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I wrote one letter or rather p. c. at your new
address.
I had made up my mind not to chide you even
mentally if you fell ill again. I said to myself "when I
heard of your illness from Kashi that it would not do
to be finding fault with you every time you got ill.
No doubt we get ill through our faults. But the
difficulty lies in our inability always to know our
errors beforehand. The other is our inability always
to guard against them even when we know them. It is
therefore enough to know the truth that we ail through
our own mistakes and then not always to be chiding
ourselves when we do get ill. Your latest lapse therefore
does not surprise me. It was inevitable in the circum-
stances related by you. God be thanked that you are
able to tide over these illnesses without their leaving
bad -after-effects. The elimination of disease germs
through natural treatment often leaves the system
purer and stronger. The rest you are getting is provi-
dential. And you are not going to bother if you get
no permission either to receive visitors or even to write
letters. Only 50 years ago prisoners could not receive
visitors or write letters. Ordinary prison life now-a-
days has lost all its terrors. It was a great movement
Howard set on foot. It is only in its beginning
stages. The day is not far distant when prisons will
be rechristened and persons will be merely detained
so as to be unable to do harm, whether moral, social
or political, in accordance with the conception of
respective states. But we have to rejoice whatever the
conditions of jail life, trying nevertheless to secure
relief wherever possible.
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